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ON THE LATE. ep 
ARRANGEMENTS. 


4 2 Ee IN THE 
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EAST-IN DIACOMPANY's on IPPING. 


q 1 


| . H E followin g ſheets, relative to the 


Eaſt-India Company's Shipping, have 
been long ready for the preſs, but the 
writer thought it proper to ſuſpend the 

1 publication of them, till party- heat had | 
ſubſided, and till the popular clamour 
againſt the Company had loſt its violence. 
For when the mind hath been prejudiced 
and irritated by ſpecious miſrepreſenta- Is 
tions, and falſe arguments, more”  elpe- 

cially on a ſubje& which is not gene- 
rally and clearly underſtood, it is leſs 
ſuſceptible of the impreſſion of truth and | 
fair reaſoning. 
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| | This little 8 is reflridied as much 
as poſſible to a plain exhibition of un- 


L Sh = queſtionable facts, whereby a field is left 


open for the reader to draw the fair and ob- 
vious concluſions From them, with the ſame ; 
candour and diſpaſſion as they are offered. 
_ How few are there who have not been 
taught to believe, that tꝛvent 27900 fix to thirty 


"£2 We 06” AE 


ſhips were annually employ d by the Eaft- 
India-Company, when #welve to four, 
would have been ſufficient | ? That che 
ſhips went to, and returned from, India, 
in a manner empty? And, that by ſuch 
groſs miſmanagement in the Directors, 
the Company had ſuffered ; a 2008 of near 
£200,000 a year | = | 
Pamphlets have 3 publiſhed 3 in n fup- | 
| port of thoſe accuſations, but fo full of 
1 ignorance and malevolence, that as they | 
are fortunately buried in oblivion, they 
| Thall not be diſturbed by me, ;<xcept in 
3 unavoidable inſtances. | 
It is not merely a vindication of the 


iran conduct that I ſhall attempt ; : 
my 


c 5 


my chief wiſh is to give complete infor 
mation on a ſubje& which i is not pefectiy 
com prehended ; and therefore I ſhall' go 
into an explanation of the former; and 


preſent, management of the Shipping-De- 
partment.. But let it be underſtood, that . 
the Directors of 177 2, againſt whom the 
| attacks have been principally levelled, are 
under no more neceſſity of a juſtification, 
than the former managers; for they all 
followed a ſyſtem eſtabliſhed upwards 


of fifty years without deviation, except 
in a very few inſtances, and even thoſe 
will be found not cenſurable. 


The firſt charge, * That our outward- 
bound ſhips: (particularly to China) have 
ſeldom been fully loaded,” I admit, and 
the reaſon is evident. Our export tonne | 


being about 11,000 tons, and our im- 


ports from 14,000 to 15,000 tons, the 
number of ſhips muſt be meaſured by the 


expected returns, and conſequently our 


outward cargoes cannot fill them. Al- 
though this is a moſt obvious fact, to 
all 
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Company's combicive, yet it hath, been | 
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Forgetting, (or perhaps depending on its 
fling unnoticed): that the other thirteen 
$, , diſpatched the lame ſeaſon, carried | 
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tons ore of their tered ton 
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og 11. 7 San 3 
Nag; hich u pon a medium is a den- 
äs, Fa 2 \ IV W W — | | 
190 tons per eac eac h hip. 51 
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| depgerous. experiment” as was tried by 


| | 5 015 N 
BP the Yo rh, Ra never be repeated! For 
8 C139 37? | = 


i . G5 ſhip was: 16 unreaſonably. loaded | 
5 Y and lumbered, | that the places where 
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= "the Poor Sailors Would Have ſlept were 
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2 e with goods, and the decks, 
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* ach ought always to be left as unin- 
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'& biber Fa a5 poſſible for the effential 
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“ Tonnage of . ſhips: - 9297 
—— only - =- 6815 
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Deficient - 2482 


* 701, 
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ee with water caſks nnd e 
that ſhould have been ſtowed in the 
hold. Happily this ſhip had a fummer | 655 
voyage, and it is ſincerely hoped, hath | 
eſcaped the calamities experienced by :W 


* „ Aa 


Hater and Falmouth, which were thus 


A 54.9. - 


ſhamefully freighted to India in 176 5. 


PD 


The former was Ketten months in her 


aten 10 Madras, and out of ans. 

men, Sp at Callcutts' 70 only. I 
The firſt charge then is proved to be 

abſurd and ridiculous. | The next is of a 


5 more ſerious nature, which 1 ſhall divide 
into two parts —iſt. That the thips 1 
12 from India were not nearly loaded, 1 
and 2d. C « That fourteen ſhips could have 
brought home the tonnage of roenty fox.” 
If I declare that both are palpable mi. 


takes, the expreſſion may be thought 


mild when my proofs are produced; for 
I do not, like ſome writers on this ſub- 


ject, expect to have credit for mere aſ- 1 
ſertions. 


It 


\ RY th: OT IO IS 
2 * 2 
n 
9 65 * 5 8 IX 5 1 — 
* 85 i 
5 - » : 
FN * 
"I 
6 - 
* — * 


e 
"FP: i. 4 
; 8 
22 * 0 F 


- 


— —— — Pr . 1 
5 ow WF) ' * ity _ * * on l 
4 2 th, Ls * Ia n D #5 Fes oe 2 7 = 
S 6 br Te”, Mg 2d Ac tes £ - a N 2 
— . 5 


cn 3 F K 9 
a — U apts 255 nn th 3 
— 3 2.5% Ma N. © 
— — 2 


9 


Pry 


Fe 5595 22 


LY +. 


; el Pon. 5% YT 


105 cler il ight 


* 
Fi 


Þ exten” — 


hat 168 


TS 


(. 98 9 


2 


: 
* PIC BODE x Ms eo * 
* LS Gat 4 


Brac „ 4 


25 28 3 8 
11 Is"; . . * — 1 6 7 . 88 F N * % — 
1 


1 6 } 4 T 
. i # Ih 
* FI A e 4 I 4. * 4 
: * f * Y x N . 
# 1 — 14 4 x & 


r r — 


10 ſer the facts, ne- 


$ 
8 = ; 


f 


8 ; * * 


e ſtated, at one view, 
3 mort from. 


rings Hes OH 


ajement * 5% 


_—_ — 1 1 


Oorted 1 


© £4. 


18,346 


Ups im 


| judgement, - your the 


USES 


+ 


4a 


9 


r rr EIS 


3 
l 
4 
* 


r 


Spree —̃ — 
TY 


. 


2 


wy whit hien 29,416 tons, were ſurplus” 


chat the homeward freight. 


Sexe. * 74 


— 3 


ms. per ach hip Was, upon an average, 
3620 bons and a half. e dokn 


* 


1 : 
— _ , "WY 
* 

* 


* 1 7 * £ 7 ö 1 * 
5 7 Tx 4 . EST 8 
- k 4 5 
. bs. : ; 
© Ie 3 
; £ 9 3 
3H | L F 
_ * * 2 £ ) 
; 4 
0 i} 
ic, -_ * * 4 J * : 
; 7 q 1 — — err, SE as Os. J 4 
1 , OFT 0 2 N a 
. 4 1 2 4 8 * v 5 S P X q : 
1 F ien 
jp FEES þ E It 1 „ ee 
{£87 2 % k. 5 20. „ —˙WO x ˙ . He * 
„%;ͤXö—tĩjꝛx _— A * f i g 
of * 7 4 - ; wo ** 3 
15 2 * 8 — * 88 A — : 
N . + 2 
5 . : 
| | | 
LY + + 
4 4 4 F . : * * $ * at C Au 
>» £ 5 a * A { FY i 
A # 5 : 
* * 7 I * By: «C + \ w J . ; 
| * . * % 1 8 
0 * % 89 ' 1 7 
1 7% Y " LE 4 ; » x 
\, C * : i : 
— \ 1 : N 4 
1 OS © * . 1 8 4 # } 4 
. A > 12 : i r 1 IS * 
1 4 4 L \ - £ * . 
1 N 8 Wi + N — * * * 
A} %, 7 > — % * 7 YE 
377 : * E * 
8 d 0 89 8 : 5 TID 9— — trectahe rs A TINEs * 
_ — — A Ir 27272 2 iS 
"A Ox $42” 115 00606) — ca 8" page: 4661 TH o <3 
y ; we . : 
1 ; * I : L - 
} e F de | N t N 
s 2 PF 
* . 9 2 
, i a, \ hs 4 + 
. = © . 1 1 x O 
5 1 8831 : 
8 * 1 b 
— 4 . * — 6 
n ; + * IE ; > 
% A, * %. ” * 
* 7 po | 
1 5 f 8 
* 4p Ef « 1 > 3 o f J „ 
r di Ede N 
* * x 
* | * * . * C 
* : # 7 _- oy 1 * 
. : 8 
x : " * 2 — ——— NN r vw 5 
4 ww An — ct > 2 — 


I a i 
my 
- 
' de | 
4 
* 
. 
. 
HS * * 5 
* R , . 
1 


* 
by * » j 
* — ++ 
* ne - * . 1 4 * : : £ % 
. : oy N 4 * 4 5 : 
1 1 $. » fr - 7 . 


— 


3 


| : 
I 

; 'F 
17 

17 


17 


3 "* * 1 7 F 5 T TY 
N 
IP 
* . £4 


1 


_ 


. and China, 2 1767 e te 


Ten 8 imported Pe 1 
1773. 1 LE the 2 tonnage of each year. 
| | N Tar. Ton. = — 1 
| Ships paid for.] brought. | Tonnage. | 
eie „ 3215 5 72 — 5 E 
Bombay and Mocha 4 19380 a | + 25S 7 643 7 | 
F233 23 nn T 12,100, 15282 iſ 4520 0 
1768 China - - 49 "4350 57103 f 1354 3 
170 Foaſt and Bay BE: +. 3388 . 3916 5 ihe 528 of | 
Bombay 3 . i 53 1 5 968 | 1259 * — . 291 7 | 
Bencoolen 5 3 12 TE 484 uf 539-91 46 " 
ö 
1769 China -:- 12 3808 820%] 2399 9 
Coaſt and Bay 9 | 
Senn SAO — 4 1 fool : 2577 fl 1. 5 1 Yo 
|Seagopien” rie a ns 4 9 
k 4.28 | 11537 3 145235 +] 20698 1 
| hina „ -|.x7;.4 8288 ©]: 12,206 : 4018. 
1770 117822 125206 397 
Se 234 3 3434 9] 946 
D, 2 35 1452 1 1757 6 „ 6 
Bencoolen CCC | 622 $f POLE 
5 28 13,504 3 185 O21 1] 4 4516 8 
i Ca an e 1779 AP 525 4 
Arles 8 - 4p I © + 24 
eee 1 1 -| 5 Þ 2408 Ty 2823 7 er. 7 
Bombay and Coaſt - x 484 554 5 70 5 
Bencoolen — "fy 484. 659 5 hk. I75 5 
28 | 13,552 | 18,281 3 | 4729 3 
hins - —--- - 8 9680 14,0079 | 4417 
772 Coaſt and Bay - -| g | 4356 4795 (439 
Bombay <- - . 1452 | 16% 161 | 
| Bombay and Coaſt — 2 484 653 169 
33 | 15,972 | 20 TT 
| China... „ % ¶ ß nn | 3227 
773 Coaſt and Bay 12143 47584 839.4 
Bombay - - 1 4 | 1452 1793 2 3 
Bombay and Mocha f 458 * 5 | 130 £ 
Bencoolen — 2.23 3 9 .Q — . 550 
. 1 — — | 18,612 g 5948-9) 
eee, : | 
ABS THI MS. 
Ships. | Chart. Ton. 
Total 188 88,9294@ 
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N charge, the ſtatement on the oppoſite 


page farther demonſtrates, tl that the fourteen 


ſhips now abroad upon the new experi- 


meaſure, and the others as much as they 
can ſafely bring home) exceed only by 
316 tons what was imported in fourteen. 
ſhips upon an average of the preceding 
ſeven years; and, that their cargoes will 


be leſs by 373 tons than the averaged 


imports of the fourteen ſhips in 1773. 


OO IR rate on wn 


: And, in * to the ach part of 


Tonnage | 


* 


1 onnage brought home upon erte ess ef r4 ſhips ſentout 
188 ſhips in 7 years, viz. 1 peer the Bencoolen and China 
from 1767 to 1773, the Daene 2 
1 e of 80 tons to each Tide others at the tonnage 5 
ip include. 4k 
| Ships. Ton. De. | ee * A ons. 
1765 - '25 16,620 3IMorſe 10 864 
176 ORE! SAS. 8 
1769 —_— 2 527 44 453 54; 88 282 2 
11 „ 775 18,921 True- riton 1 - 
I771 = 28 - 18,281 3 TE A 5 
1772 33 215458: ton s 
1773 — 27 - 18,612 % -- - = - 
TTC 
188 120,344 4[Spake -- = - . - 
— —ea-Horſe 32 J02 
| Tons. Paciſi = =, = 
D 14 ſhips 8962 Thames 
uct kintled [Cas nd 8 
cons each ß * nee ee 
Neat Goods | 2-5 e 
WH; JEN? Rt | 
3H 3 8 4 bee edge LY 4 


£ Nat goods in 14 hips 
Neat goods in 14 ſhips on an ave- 


rage of * 


| Exceeds 


By this account 1 ſaving 


upon the preſent (here, is 376 tons. 


- * 
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” by * tin. 
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But take the average of 14 avs arr ived in 1773. &-company 
ſuffers by the preſent plan, 373 tons, VIZ. 2 5 * | 12 
| . ons, 
ty ſhi 4 brought 18.613 tons, and the average 2 * 4090 is 9651 
Dedu kintlegge - ; - 1120 
Neat goods = - = 5 55 2 _ ” 8533 
eat goods in 14 ſhips now expected, on * new plan 
gra at of, A N 1 * as = 5 9 verge 
ounage deficient 5 + = „ © 38 


5 The fats eſtabliſhed by the two pee. n 
1 e accounts, being a clear and full 55 
krefutation of the ſecond charge, the 


8 third exaggerated accuſation (which is the 
= oft. 1. ſhall take notice of ) conſequently 


5 i 5 falls to the ground to wit That the 
8 8 favings, by the late reduction of ſhips, 
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- - £02 in amount to, from | 179,000]. to 
= 200,0001.” | = c EN 
However, that no doubt may remain, 


3 1 haye ſtated an account in the oppoſite 
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page, which plainly evinces that the 
3 freight of the fourteen hips now abroad, 
ar (according to the ſcale» of "tonnage given 


in the foregoing. ſtatements) contraſted 
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| : ; with fourteen ſhips of equal tonnage 
at the high freights of 1772, leaves a = 


Des difference in fayour of the new project, 
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Account of freight of 14 ſhips taken |The amount. of freight that 


up in 1773, thoſe to China and Ben- | 
mated at builder's meaſure, 
and thoſe to other parts at the ton- 

nage they are ſuppoſed capable- of 


coolen 


bringing home, on the following 


terms, at which they were hired. - 


: Tod: 
Morſe - 864 at 222 
Stafford 804 ditto 
Ceres-— 723 ditto. 
True-Briton 758 ditto 
Aſia - — 575 at 261 
Bute - 575 ditto 
Dutton — 713 at 231 
Speke 635 at 251 
N deer 592 ditto 
Pacific 584 ditto 
Vork - B10 at 221 
Thames, 575 at 261 


Northumberl. 575 ditto 


\ 
- 


19,44 
18,090 
16,207 


4 


17,055 


15,237 


15,237 
16,755 
16,827 


15,688 


15,476 
17555 
155237 


| 15,237 
Calcutta '- » 666 ditto 17,649 


1772... 
E 
As Tons. 
. 864 
Stafford 804 
Ceres 723 
True-Briton 75 
_ 
m_—_- -.. 
Dutton - - 713 
Speke — — | 635 
. [Sea-Horſe - 592 
13 Pacific - — 584 
Fork $30 
Thames — 575 
Northumberland 575 
[Calcutta 666 


Tons 9449 . 232,018 


Difference in favour of 


the freight of 1773 


29,478 1 


128 L. 261,497 


would have been paid if 


thoſe 14 ſhips, with the 
ſame tonnage, had been ta- 


ken up on the terms of 
8 N \ 


FP 


19,275 


I7,912 
18,541 


17,371 


17,371 
19,716 


18, 387 
17,612 


155 


17, o08 


17,008 
18,572 


Tons 9449 L. 261, 497 
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. Such Welt teſtimonies demon- 
45 05 firaring that the Steat reduction of "ſhips, e 
and the immenſe ſavings i in freight there- _ 
"np from, are viſionary ſpeculations, f it follows 

of courſe that the directors are completely 
A juſtified, and that the reflections caſt upon 
3 them have been Hliberal and groundleſs. 
e am ſtill apprehenſive that many pre- 
prietôrs may not be ſatisfied or convinced 
without a farther explanation; they may 
Admit my "ſtatements and arguments to 
carry ſome plauſibility ; but they will 
aſk; as it hath been triumphantly echoed, 
Were not the freiglits to China, 29, 
n per ton? And are they! not 
5 now La, 108. per tpn 2 355 
I foreſee the neceſſity of cledring up this 
ſophiſtical point, becauſe many have been, 
and may continue to be, miſled by it. 
FM'ns well known that all the Company's 
ſhips, until 1772, paid whole freight 
(a ſmall part excepted) for the then char- 


"tered tonnage, wich were invariably 484 
tons, 
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| a and half fre 


it 55 bi 
(principally) for all 
ſurplas tonnage z ; and,” that the 14 ſhips - 
in 1773, were chartered to whole freight, 
for as much tonnage as they are ſuppoſed 
capable of bringing home with fafery,—. 
Here then the miſerable fallacy is ex- 
poſed for by ſtating the chartered freight, 
- only, of 1772, againſt the chartered freight 
of 1773. the difference i 18 certainly great 
and will amount to a large ſum, but, add 
the ſurplus tonnage {af half | price) to the 
freight of 1772, and my ſtatements will 


be found free from error. 


Let me, however, elucidate PEW matter 
yet farther, by placing it in a ſtronger 
point of view, and calling to e an 
open adverſar xy. 5 
1 ft Ricbard Horham babe oftenfble pro- 

jector of all this confuſion, and who by 
this ſcheme adds largely to his own for- 
tune) in page 8 of his pamphlet, entitled 
Reflections upon Eaſt-India-Shipping,” 
. makes up the Royal Captain's freight on 
1 


IC 16 1 


12999 at the high terms (o called) of 1772, 
_ ot the ſum iss £23:997 | 
1175 Sir Richard Hotham, by letter, | 
: ied x3th. January, 1773, ten- 
dered that ſhip to the Company, 
on condition of her being 5 15 
at the amazing the aſtoniſhing 


(for ſo it was trumpeted) low 


freight of L£21 per ton; yet on 
1099 tons, it would really have 
amounted to . — 23.75 
] 7 918. 


* Hence then, the difference in favour of 
Sir Richard's tender would have been only 
ois, or 16s. 7d. per ton; now weighing 
the compulſive clauſe, binding the com- 
| pany at all events to pay Full freight for 
1099 tons though the ſhip ſhould not 
have 100 tons on board, this ſmall ſaving 
could RO”. be deemed ** to ſuch 


1 2. * 


[* i 


All falſe colourings being chus unc 3 
and a ſeries of facts placed i in the cleareſt 
light, every proprietor is now enabled to 
judge and decide with preciſion. He 4 
will ſee there can be no material reduction 
of ſhips, but by contracting the commerce. 
He will conſider and determine, whether | 
the doubtful ſaving of {29,478 a year, 
be not too dearly balanced ; by the hazard: 
of lives, of ſhips, and of valuable cargoes. 
And whether there be not more ſolid 
wiſdom in returning to tlie old, and long 
experienced ſyſtem of chartering 484 tons, 

with half freight for ſurplus tonnage at 
the Company's option, then in being 
bou nd to pay whole a for Full ſhips, * ; 


when | 


* The preſent 3 is to take up. 14 ſhips, and no 
more, annually, if practicable; and to pay whole 
freight on Builder's meaſure from China and Bencoolen, 
and about one eighth leſs than Builder's meaſure from 
all other parts of India—the kintledge at whole 
freight. N 
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, "and the: "Company paid. 
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. e ft. may a ſtran ge that 
h ka plan could have been adopted, Ant, 
one of competent nowleds! 
Kin not ſtep forth and ſhow the improß 
a e Zs 1 
| | 7 — . Þ 
i A” 


TW 1 
| Bat there was 6 tide yoo 


Aae ee 
Co npany 's affairs more compoſed. How- 
| beit, the ſpirit of reform, and the extreme 
ſol icitude to make ſavings in every de- 
partment, were certainly carried too far in 
that of the ſhipping. + 

In exculpating the Deda 1 8 ; 
nat to throw the moſt diſtant reflection 
upon the Committee of Secrecy, Who rather 
marked that meaſure. with their approba= 
tion; on the contrary, Lever have thought 
of them with the reſpect due to thei 
diſtinguiſhed. abilities, great apphication, - 
and conſpicuous merit. They drew con- 


1 


| cluſions from what appeared to them. to 
be the beſt information, but which, either 
through. incompetent. knowledge or in- 

| tereſted motives in the perſons who gave 


it, was not ſound, 


/ 


— — . war 
.. in n degree, be reſorted 


„ 03 7 . 10 i 1233 55 F'p" 2 * "7; r . 1244 
At the union of de o 
vere nde be 


1 an ride a _— for com- 


1 primaty object 


were re ptotection of lives and property, and 
vation ed cargoes! | 
of thoſe days differed ſo 


ltom ie Preſent, that inſtead of anxiouſly 


labouring to ſqueeze: goods into every 
cornet, regardleſs of health, ſafety, and 
defence: the ſtanding orders at home and 
abroad, wete—To ſurvey the ſhip at her 


| departure and if ſhe was not ſufficiently 


fitted, victualled, and manned, if there 


Were 


Tr 


were a greater quantity eee ; 
than ſhe. could. reaſonably, carry, ſo as to 
b & to (fail through 
againſt an enemy: In failure of any of 
theſe articles, ſhe, could not be allowed to 
proceed on her w the whble 
vas rectified. Deca a 
That this, . may Nan] 
Jetſtoods and as een pevbf which 
ean be given that protection and 
eee ehh the principal objects, 
have extracted the ſubſequent maſt-niate- 
rial heads of the Charte. Party, vin. 
I. That the united company Hive 
«hired 'afid taken to freight the thip 
in trade, and alſo in warfare==char- 
4 tefed at 499 _ 99 men, and one 
110 „ [005 nns e 
II. The ſhip to abe ſtrong autkilgbt, 
* and well and' ſufficiently” victualled, 
« tackled; and apparelled, ard alſo 


well and ſufficiently furniſhetf with 
« all 
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4 ne 8 3 barrels. 0 
75 ano ata to, 
. C and ſufficient ſor, ſuch a ſhip and 


% 


* 


« and abroad, 
50 the hip. ? SITS, 
if en ſhall not be ſuf - 


if, a thing: ball be de- 
wanting, or amiſs, the 


| ks mae * 2 n to be fur 


1 


Cd EY applied. arne 10 * agent's 8 


V and if upon ſurvey it ſhall be found 
- **;that Hexe is a beer, —_ of 


i, reaſonahly em in es Sides be 
| rec between decks, and jocund and 


— 


the ſeas, and capa- 
ble 


„ 


= 


1 4 ÞF 

ble to defend berſeff. AIR All 
t her guns che veleckx and t leflE tw] 0. 
4 een teloſen between Bilk Atads. 
In ſuch caſeg it ſhalF be aft for 
- the company s agents td ighten the 
4 ſhip ſo as to reduce the carg to ſuch a 
l degree as that he: can reaſonubly car 
VI. For the encouragement'6f fs < 
<6 riners- to defend 'the hip, tere are 
e various rewards for rde log f life 
* O limbs, 6w6-thirds: to "bes patd | by 
e the Company, and ne- third; By: the 
% Owners, and this to be put Up iÞ in n the 

maſt ponſpicuous part of * ſhip.” 
VII;>* That the Wömpanys gots, or | 
«thoſe ſent on board by*theit* order, | 
„hall be in the heſt manner owed 

in: the ſhip's hold ard flop, And no 
part between decke; or in PH 

w place or places of the ſhip?! ** 
. VE: % That no. meuchandikel Abres, 
4 proviſions,' ot! thing) hee. - 
* 


| 2 
4 4 


in) 


$4; hall, ſs time di 


uring the voyage, 
ed, laden, or carried to or 


Him e port or place, whatſoever, 
4 either in the great cabin or ſteerage, 
51 r between the decks, * abaft the 
Ma * main-m t thereof, or in the ſhip's 
| ZS Umbers, without particular leave 
| in writing from the Company——and 
the covenant is 60“. per ton on all 
goods, proviſions, &c. ſo ſtowed.” 
TX) And to the intent the ſhip may be 
ite better navigated and ſecured, ſuch 
„ ſailors or others dying in the voyage 
hall be replaced by others, and if 
% the maſter fails to do it, the Com- 
e pany's agents ſhall e them at 
the owner's charge e 

an In ſhort, the en have tenaciouſſ) 
| udhered to the old rule of proportionin g 
5 men and guns to the fize of their ſhips— 
; 5 Which was nearly twenty men and five 
e to every bundred tons— And as a 
Hal ä | proof 
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yoouſa of 326 . be 
adduced, / eren when, they haue been 
obliged: to charter ſhips of a leſs and a 
greater burthen than was their uſual cuſ- 
tom. But ſaffice it to mention the deter- 
mination reſpecting the Doddington. 
In 17er, the Doddington was tendered 
at 499 tons, but the Court of Directors 
being of opinion that this ſhip was too 
large to be ſafely navigated with roo men 
(although ſhe was no more than 70g tons 
builder's meaſure) they refuſed to take 
her up without an increaſe of men and 
guns Fhe owners accordingly ſubmitted, 
and this ſhip earried 110 men and 30 
guns—And when ſhe returned from her 
-voyage, the Commander was diſmiſſed 
the Company's ſervice for having ſold 
two of her guns at Canton. A ſtriking 
inſtance of the Directors exact attention 
to the eſſential article of defence. 
In 1762, the Company firſt began to 
relax in theſe regulations; but not ma- 


terially 


1 26 * | 
765 3* ne the riches of 
45 Eaſt, in OY deluſive and perhaps 
fatal acquiſitions, entirely broke * 5 
* thoſe excellent barriers. | 
* Poor, to bring home the vaſt revenues 
Ha | of Bengal in manufactures, was a taſk 
Wl Which threw the Directors of that and the | 
Wy following years into the moſt trying dif- 
1 ficulties. And after every poſſible pro- 
viſton on the largeſt computed ſcale had 
been made for that purpoſe, they were | 
forced to order home a million ſterlin gin 
ſpecie Abſurd as this may appear, it is 
freſh in the memory of many though 
poſterity will probably treat it as a fiction. 
Vet, let me not withhold from the Direc- 
tors, who gave thoſe orders, the juſtice 
Which is due to them. It was the plan 
of an individual, whoſe influence was 
too powerful to be reſiſted, and therefore 
it was adopted by them through e. 
and not from choice. 


Such 


tonnage was required —— from 
bet IS 11 2 matter of wonder ö 
reprehenſion, that the Directors fibula 
connive at the building of ſhips of amoſt 
any magnitude? or rather, was there not 
merit in granting ſuch permiſſion? For 
had they perſiſted in the ſtrict obſervatice 
of the old rules, inſtead of 8 ſhips (the 
number ſo much complained of) 100 
would not have been ſufficient. Or, had 
thoſe from $00 to 1000. tons been com- 
pelled to carry men and guns proportion- 
| < ably to their chartered _ tonnage, the 
freights would have been enormouſlyhigh. 
Whereas, by admitting the largeſt dimen- 
tons, and ſuſpending the proportionate 
clauſe for men and guns, with the help 

of furplus tonnage, the China” freighits 

were lowered from 300. to 22. per ton. 
This great faving was certainly a very 
ſtrong temptation. It muſt be remem- 
* bered 


hed "ON 8 the ſhips un 
bound never were, nor ever ought to be, 
. eaſc onably 1 loaded; and homeward. (for- 
dents have happened, By 
deviating from, the old ſyſtem. eee 
But, although the Company's property 

hard. been thus hazarded i in time of peace, 
Wk we. ſhall hardly find a ſet of Directors 


RT / EoRoS 1 7 


N in War. The Proxy plat ate he 


nearly upon the old ſcale, of twenty men 
and five guns. to one hundred tons; the 
freight increaſed i in proportion. And when 
the old ſhips are worn out, it will, in my 


| humble opinion, be right to draw the | 

line at 650 tons builder's meaſure; and 
to fix this as a rule from which none 
ſhould be permitted to ſwerve. Ships of 
this burthen are moſt proper for the Com- 

1 pany for many reaſons ; their property 
upon one bottom will be of reaſonable 


value; ; the loſs of a ſhip cannot be ſe- 
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quick de 3 "OR enemies, 
than large heavy veſſels; and they will 
probably be found leſs expenſive chan 
ſhips of 800 tons, with their inet eaſed 
Onion and demorage. ee SU IO 

lie judicious author of a pamphlet; | 
entitled, << Obſervations on Eaſt- India- 
Shipping, (who it is faid is 2 Director) 
computes that our commerce will require 
annually 20 ſhips of the preſent ſi2e— 
perhaps this number may be found ſuf- 
ficient—I was well pleaſed, however, to 


ſee the folly of employing only I4 2 
ſo ably expoſed. 

But if it ſhould be ſtill contended that 
the tonnage may be reduced, and the Com- 
pany by adopting the meaſure will make 
larger profits—are not ſuch ſavings ul- 
timately a public loſs? Will the manu- 
facturers, artiſans, and ſeamen be em- 
ployed in their uſual extent? If gain is 
to be obtained by ſuch miſerable, ſuch 


unpopular parſimony, why have the Com- 


_ pany 


| — — m 7 
fiderable profit? And, Why have they 
a8 Sf n brought home - inveſtments for 
the African-trade to their difadyaritage, 
” when they might have ſubſtituted other 
manufactures, far more — ?—The 
anſvwr; „ 
This Company was: primarily inflituted 
| for nation al purpoſes—and- the hour it 
ceales to be of public utility, every good 
| citizen muſt wiſh its - diflolation, —If- 
: therefore, upon their general commerce 
they can give national aid, ſecuring to 
themſelves at the fame time ample and 
ſufficient dividends, Witlrin compaſs of 
their ability, they are bound to do ſo. 
This brings us to the true queſtion— 
Whether experience hath eſtabliſhed ſuch 
a medium as to warrant, in this extent, 
the . of private profit for 
public 


5 3 Al the "a 5 
For, if We talse e pro- 
: bis from the union of the two Companies 
to 1744, we Hall ſind the dividend on an 
5 average was 8 and a half per cent. They 
had at that time a clear and ſolid ſurplus 
of 783,070). above their capital; manus 
| facturers, -artiſans, and : ſeamen, | were 
extenſively: employed; and the publie re- 
I make: choice of the year 1744. bes 
exmſe to that period the ground was clearly 


commercial, . for 3 in 1745 omen j 


Coromandel war, which had once brought 
us to the verge of deſtruction, though it 
terminated in the ruin of the French 
; Eaſt-India-Company. And from that 
hour to the preſent time, our territorial 
acquiſitions have ſo unayoidably blended 


the revenues and Nie expences wit ng 


our trade, that a ſeparation of them i 18 


impracticable. . 
Theſe 
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